
  

Title: Notes and queries: Skellig night 

Author: M.  

Journal of the Cork Historical and Archaeological Society, 1892, Vol. 1, No 3,  

page(s) 57-58 

Published by the Cork Historical and Archaeological Society 

Digital file created: June 7, 2013  

  

  

  

Your use of the JCHAS digital archive indicates that you accept the Terms and 

Conditions of Use, available at http://www.corkhist.ie/info/tandc.pdf 

  

  

The Cork Historical and Archaeological Society (IE-148166, incorporated 1989) was 

founded in 1891, for the collection, preservation and diffusion of all available 

information regarding the past of the City and County of Cork, and South of Ireland 

generally. This archive of all content of JCHAS (from 1892 up to ten years preceding 

current publication) continues the original aims of the founders in 1891. For more 

information visit www.corkhist.ie. 

  

  

Journal of the Cork Historical and 

Archaeological Society 

 

www.corkhist.ie 

  

This content downloaded from www.corkhist.ie

All use subject to CHAS Terms and Conditions

Digital content (c) CHAS 2013



NOTES AND Q UERIES. 57

Skellig Night. I think it would be interesting 
if some correspondent could furnish to our journal, 
and thus leave on record, an explanation of the 
circumstances which have caused Shrove Tuesday 
evening to be called “ Skellig Night ” in the south 
of Ireland. It is well known that there existed, 
almost up to the present day, an old custom by 
which the young men used to saily out into the 
roads and streets on that evening provided with 
ropes, and blowing horns, their ostensible object 
being to carry off the young women to Skellig to 
be married. I think I have heard or read some­
where the following explanation of the custom, 
but I do not recollect it completely, nor do I 
know if it is accurate. On the Skellig rocks, to 
the west of this county, there was, in ancient 
times, as is well known, a church and religious 
establishment. In the ordinary course of affairs 
no marriages could be celebrated in Lent, but 
by some exceptional practice or jurisdiction 
marriages could be celebrated at the church on 
the Skelligs during some short time after the 
commencement of Lent, and hence the supposed 
anxiety of the young men to carry off the young 
women to that favoured spot on Shrove Tuesday 
night. If this explanation be correct, can it have
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anything to do with the practice which existed 
in the ancient Irish Church of celebrating Easter, 
according to the custom derived from the Eastern 
churches, at a date different from that which was 
fixed at a later period by the Western churches, 
and which would cause Lent to begin at a dif­
ferent date ? In this connexion I may also call 
attention to the curious fact that the church on 
the greater of the Skellig Islands, a great conical 
rock, was dedicated to St. Michael, the island 
itself being called Skellig-Michael, and that it 
was one of three monasteries founded by the 
same order of monks on three similar isolated 
pyramidal rocks. One is the celebrated Mont 
St. Michel, near Avranches, on the coast of Nor­
mandy ; the other is St. Michael’s Mount, on the 
coast of Cornwall, and the third, Skellig-Michael. 
W as there any reason why churches built in 
these peculiar positions should be dedicated to 
St. Michael, in the same way that the old churches 
dedicated to St. Nicholas are said to be found 
close to seaports, and to have probably been 
originally intended for the use of sailors ? M.

St. F in  Barre in Cornwall. In January, 1.891,
I happened to be at Fowey, the well-known sea­
port on the south coast of Cornwall, where there 
is a fine old Norman church containing some 
very old monuments of the Trefry family. After 
examining the church one day, I asked the church­
warden its name, and my astonishment at his 
reply may be imagined, when he said that it was 
dedicated to St. Fin Barre, an Irish saint. I then 
asked him if the church could have been in any 
way connected with St. Fin Barre, of Cork, whose 
name is spelt in precisely the same way, but it 
appeared that at Fowey they did not know how 
the church had received its appellation, or even 
that there had been a saint of that name in the 
south of Ireland. Can any of your correspondents 
say whether this ancient church in Fowey could 
have been founded by St. Fin Barre, of Cork, or 
is there any record that he sent monks to 
Cornwall in connexion with the ancient trade 
routes between that country and the south of 
Ireland? S t e l l a .

Paying on the N ail. In the account of the 
burning of the Cork Courthouse buildings on 
the 27th March, 1891, which appeared in the 
Dublin National. Press ot the following day, 
occurred the following passage:— “ The City 
“ Council Chamber, a fine apartment, situated in 
“  the city portion of the building, contained an 
“  object of great local interest, namely, a metal 
“  capstan-like object, on the crown of which, in 
“ the old days of the City Exchange, in Parade 
“ Place, contracts between merchant and mer- 
“ chant were legally entered into by means of a 
“ commercial formula with which the well-known 
“ phrase, ‘ Paying on the Nail,’ is intimately
II associated.” No mention of the above-named 
interesting relic of the past is made in any local 
work, and this is the first reference I have ever
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