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N O TES AN D  Q U ERIES. 2 7 7

learning, wit, eloquence, eccentricity, and hum our of M aginn had obtained for 
him  long before his death the title  of the ‘ modern R abelais.’ H is m agazine 
articles possess extraordinary merit. F  ew men were equal to him  in conversa
tion, though he was the reverse of a great talker, but he was a  master of every 
subject, the most recondite as well as the most fam iliar. T oo  convivial for his 
own good, too im provident for his own prosperity, he was yet a  benefactor to 
the public, a  delight to scholars, and an idol to his frien d s.”

F o r some years in the seventies I knew his brother, the late Charles A . 
M aginn, well. H e was a most kindly, witty, genial, well-inform ed man, and had 
a large share of the M aginn talent. H e was for m any years, some thirty or 
thereabouts, rector of Castletownroche, in which parish he succeeded his brother, 
the Rev. John M aginn. John held office for only three years, and died greatly  
regretted. His grave lies just outside the east window of Castltow nroche church. 
Charles rem oved to K illa n u lly  parish, where he served for a  few years until his 
death. H e was a preacher quite above the average and a fascinating story-teller. 
O ne of his intim ate friends was the late learned D r. C aulfield, the distinguished 
C ork A ntiquary ; they had kindred tastes and sym pathies. Charles had an 
extraordinary local acquaintance with his own parish : he literally  knew every 
house, every field, every stone in it, and his m ind was fu ll of parochial and 
county history. H e had great sym pathy with the sorrows of others ; he had his 
own share of trouble, but this never soured him, and to the last he was the same 
bright, kindly, genial friend.

Some D istin gu ish ed  Corkmen.— John Anster, L L .D .,w a s  born in C harleville  
in 1793, and was educated in T rin ity  C ollege, Dublin, where he took his doctor’s 
degree in 1825. He was called to the B ar in the sam e year. In 1837 he was 
appointed R egistrar of the A dm iralty  Court, and in  1849 R egius Professor of 
C ivil Law  in D ublin  U niversity. W ithout attaining the first rank, he was 
favourably known as a  writer. C oleridge had a  high opinion of his poetical 
talent. H e was a frequent contributor to the U n iversity  and other m agazines. 
P robably  his best known literary work was his translation of Goethe’s Faust. A) 
H e died in June, 1867.(2)

R obert Ball, L L .D ., a  naturalist, was b o m  in  Cove, now Queenstown, Co. 
C ork, on A pril ist, 1802. He early showed a  great predilection for natural 
history. On attainin g his m ajority he took an active part in the public affairs 
of Youghal, where he then resided. H e applied him self to the study of m edicine 
with the intention of adopting it  as a profession, but was induced to relinquish 
it and enter the C iv il Service in  Dublin, where he held situations in several 
Governm ent departments until 1854, when he retired on a pension. M eanwhile 
he had prosecuted his scientific investigations, and had acquired a high reputa
tion as a naturalist. From  1837 he occupied the position of Secretary to the 
Zoological Society, and soon afterwards becam e treasurer of the R oyal Irish

(0 8vo. Longmans.
(2) Canon Moore may not be aware that Dr. Anster’s sister resided at Mitchelstown. She 

was married to Walter McCarthy, Esq., whose extensive flour mills stood on the western bank 
of the Funcheon at Ballinderrig, about a mile from the town, where they resided in the forties 
of the last century, and were friends of my boyhood.

Dr. Anster also wrote a volume of poetry, “  Xenolia ”  (post 8vo. Dublin, Milikin, 1838). 
In it will be found in beauliful and plaintive lines, a “  ballad ” of an Irish mother whose strong
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A cadem y. In  1840 he was appointed D irector of the M useum of T rin ity  C ollege, 
to which he presented his valuable private collection. H e received m any 
honorary distinctions both home and foreign, and his own university gave him 
his L L .D  degree, “ causa ho n o ris,”  in 1850. H e died rather suddenly in 1857. 
Some of his sons have attained equal and even greater distinction that he did 
him self, viz., Sir Robert B all, the celebrated astronom er ; Dr. V alen tin e  B all, 
and Sir Charles B all, an em inent surgeon.

James B arry, a distinguished artist, was born in Cork city on n t h  O ctober, 
1741. His father was m aster of a coasting vessel, and desired him to follow 
the sea ; but his passion for art was too strong to allow him to rem ain long in 
this calling. In  1763 he made his w ay to D ublin, taking with him a num ber of 
historical paintings, which even at that early age of twenty-two he had de
signed and executed. A m ong these were “ Æ neas E scapin g from  T r o y ,”  “ A

and h e a lth y  ch ild  is  su p p o sed  to h a v e  been  sto len  or sp irited  a w a y  b y  th e  F a ir ie s , w h o  h ad  left 

h er in  its  p la c e  a  p u n y , c r y in g  w e a k lin g . H e re  is  A n s te r ’s s to ry  R .  D .

“  T h e  su m m er sun w as s in k in g ,

W it h  a m ild  lig h t , ca lm  and m e llo w ,

I t  sh on e on m y  lit t le  b o y ’ s b o n n ie  ch eek s,

A n d  h is  lo o se  lo c k s  o f  y e llo w .

T h e  ro b in  w as s in g in g  s w e e tly ,

A n d  h is  so n g  w a s  sa d  a n d  ten d er,

A n d  m y lit t le  b o y ’s e y e s , w h ile  h e  heard- th e  so n g ,

S m ile d  w ith  a  sw e e t so ft sp len d ou r.

M y  lit t le  b o y  la y  on m y  bosom ,

W h ile  his sou l th e  so n g  w a s  quaffing,

T h e  j o y  o f  h is  sou l h ad  tin g ed  h is  c h e e k ,

A n d  h is  h e a rt a n d  h is  e y e  w e re  la u g h in g .

I  sa te  a lo n e  in  m y  c o tta g e ,

T h e  m id n ig h t n eed le  p ly in g  ;

I  fea red  fo r m y  c h ild , for th e  ru sh ’s lig h t 

I n  th e  so ck et n o w  w a s  d y in g .

T h e r e  ca m e a  h a n d  to m y ,lo n e ly  la tc h ;

L i k e  th e 'w in d  at m id n ig h t m oa n in g  ;

I  k n e lt  to  p ra y , b u t rose ag a in ,

F o r  I  h e a rd  m y  lit t le  b o y  g ro a n in g  :

I  crossed  m y  b ro w  a n d  I  crossed  m y  b re a st,

B u t th a t n ig h t m y  ch ild  d ep a rted —

T h e y  left a w e a k lin g  in  h is  stea d ,

A n d  I  am  b ro k en -h earted .

O h  ! it  ca n n o t b e  m y  o w n  sw e e t b o y ,

F o r  h is  ey es  are  d im  an d  h o llo w ,

M y  lit t le  b o y  is g o n e — is  g o n e ,

A n d  h is  m o th er soon w ill fo llo w  !

T h e  d irg e  for th e  d e a d  w ill  b e  su n g  fo r m e,

A n d  th e  M a ss b e  ch a n ted  m e e tly ,

A n d  I  sh all s leep  w ith  m y  lit t le  b o y ,

In  th e  m o o n lig h t ch u rch ya rd  s w e e t ly .”
1 8 16 .
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D ead C h ris t,”  “ Susannah and the E ld e rs ,”  “ D an iel in the L ion s’ D e n ,”  
“ A braham ’s Sacrifice of Is a a c ,”  and “ St. P atrick  Baptizing the K in g  of C a sh e l.”  

T h is  last, dealing with a N ational subject, was m uch admired, and was ex
hibited in Shaw’s Court, off Dam e Street. It was purchased for the Irish House 
of Com m ons, and was unfortunately afterwards destroyed by fire. Edm und 
Burke, attracted by the boy painter’s genius, took B arry to E n glan d , and 
afterwards sent him to Rom e to study there at his expense. W h ile  there, where 
he rem ained for five years, he was elected a  m em ber of the Clem entine A cadem y 
at Bologna, and presented to that institution his picture of “ Philoctetes in  the 
Island of L em n o s.”

O n his return to E n glan d  he painted two pictures— “ Venus R isin g from  the 
W a v e s ”  and “ Jupiter and J u n o .”  His works were on a  colossal scale. Notwith
standing his ability, he was never popular, and would never subm it to suit his 
style to please the popular taste. H is purse suffered in  consequence, for, 
strange as it m ay seem, he is said never to have earned more than £60 or £ jo  
a year b y  his art work. Edm und Burke k in d ly  continued to supplem ent his 
scanty professional earnings. H is naturally  irritable tem per was not im proved 
b y m onetary cares and troubles. W h ile  in London he painted “ T h e V ictors 
at O lym p ia ,”  which Canova said was worth the journey from  Ita ly  to E n gland 
were there nothing else to- see. His friends subscribed ^ i,ooo, with which they 
bought him a small annuity, and he died in 1806, aged 64. Sir R obert Peel 
generously contributed £200 for his funeral, and he was buried in  St. P a u l’s 
near the tomb of Sir Joshua Reynolds. B arry  was one of the brilliant circle 
that gathered round Johnson and Burke. T h e  form er rem arked of one of his 
paintings with the true insight of gen iu s: “ W hatever the hand m ay not have 
done, the m ind has done its part. T here is a  grasp of m ind there which you 
w ill find nowhere e ls e .”

* •  .  * • « •

W illiam  Bronncker, V iscount Castlelyons, a m athem atician, was born in 
Castlelyons, Co. Cork, in 1620. (His father was President of Munster, and was 
made a  viscount in 1645). F o r his adherence to the Stuarts h e  was appointed at 
the Restoration under Charles II. C hancellor to> the Q ueen, L ord  of the A dm iralty, 
and M aster of St. Catherine’s H ospital, London. H e was the first President of 
the R oyal Society, an office which he filled for fifteen years. A m ongst other 
m athem atical works, he published “ Continued F ra ctio n s,”  “ Q uadrature of a 
Portion of the E quilateral H yp erb o la .”  In 1653 he published a translation of 
D escartes’ “ M usicae C om pendium ,”  annotated with observations, which show 
that he thoroughly understood the theory of music. H e died at W estm inster, 
A pril, 1684, aged 64.

Peter Browne, Bishop of C ork, was previously Provost of T rin ity  C ollege, 
D ublin. H e was consecrated Bishop in 1710. A  very h ig h  character of him 
is given  in “ W are ’s B ishops,”  in which w ork his generous donations and 
bequests are also recorded. In  1730 he published a  tract entitled, “ A gain st the 
Custom  of D rinking to the M em ory of the D e a d .”  T h is  publication was really  
levelled against the practice of drinking to “ the glorious, pious, and im m ortal 
m em ory of the great and good K in g  W illia m .”  It attracted considerable atten
tion, but its only or chief effect was to provoke the drinkers of the toast to 
append to it the words, “ in spite o f ,”  or “ and a  fig for the Bishop of C o r k .”  
D r. Peter Browne died at Cork, A ugu st 25th, 1735, and was buried at Bishops- 
to w n .. W are  styles him , “ a  great enem y to death-bed donations: an austere,
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retired and mortified man : his whole life  was one uniform  tenor o f piety and 
true re lig io n .”  H e was the author of several rem arkable works on the philosophy 
o f religion, viz., “ T h e  Procedure and Lim its of Hum an U n derstan din g,”  “ T he 
D ivine A n a lo g y ,”  and a  rep ly  to T olan d’s “ Christianity N ot M ysteriou s.”

C o u r t e n a y  M o o r e ,  Canon, M.A.

R e vie w  oI J o o k .

“  Church and P a rish  R ecords o f th e  D iocese o f Cork, Cloyne, and R oss.’’
By Rev. John Harding Cole, A .B . Cork : Guy &  Co. Ltd., 1903.

In 1847, the Rev. H enry Cotton, D .C .L ., Archdeacon o f C ashel,(0 published 
the first volum e of his “ Fasti E cclesiae H ib ern icae ,”  b ein g  the succession of 
the prelates and members of the Cathedral Bodies in  Ireland. T h is was 
followed, in  1848, and again in  1849 1850, by  the concluding parts, and in
1878 by a  supplem ent containing a  continuation of appointm ents up to the 
D isestablishm ent of the Church of Ireland on D ecem ber 31st, 1870. A rch
deacon Cotton’s valuable writings were followed by the Rev. W . M aziere 
B rady,(2)who, in  1863, published the “ C lerical and Parochial Records of Cork, 
C loyne, and R o ss ,”  being the first com prehensive attem pt to trace the parochial 
c lergy  from the period of the Reform ation to his time. T h at work has now been 
brought down to the present date by  the Rev. John H arding Cole, A .B ., of 
W oodview, Innishannon. ( 3 It covers a  period of forty eventful years in the 
h istory of the U nited D iocese of C ork, C loyn e, and Ross, during which time 
the Church of Ireland was disestablished, and bereft of its em olum ents and 
endowmepts, and hence, under changed conditions, becam e a volu ntarily  sup
ported Church. M r. C ole ’s contribution to the Church history of the County 
of C o rk  is in  reality  a  supplem ent to Brady, com m encing where he left off, 
and brin gin g the descent o f the parochial clergy  and parish histories down to 
the present time.

R eferences occur to exam ples of Com m union plate not recorded b y  Brady,
and a most welcom e addition w ill be found in the derivation of the Irish
parochial place names. T his departure adds m uch to the interest of the book.

Another retrospective record of value is the state of the U nited Diocese in 
1863, in which the names of all the dignitaries and incum bents are given. T o  
one whose m em ory goes back to that year, reading over the list awakens sad 
reflections, as only a very few are now livin g, the great m ajority having passed 
away. “ G od has buried His workmen, but carries on H is w o rk .”

M r. C o le  is to b e  congratulated upon the success which has crowned his
efforts, and upon the com pletion of a work that w ill unite his name yet more
closely with the diocese of which he is so old and valued a member.

R . D.

(A  D u b lin  U n iv e r s ity  P ress. M  A le x .  T h o m , D u b lin . 3 v o ls . 8vo.

(3) C o r k  : G u y  &  C o . L t d . ,  1903.

C O R R E C T IO N .

“ Persecutions of the Protestants of Killmare.” Page 180, line to, should be 
“ 1688,” not " 1638.’ ’
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